Memory in children with temporal or extra-temporal excisions.
Memory was assessed before and after surgery in 44 children and adolescents with focal epilepsy who underwent either right temporal, left temporal or extra-temporal excisions. Measures included tests of verbal (story recall, and verbal list learning) and visually mediated (recall of a complex design, face recognition) memory. Changes in children's memory from pre- to post-operative assessment were examined and individual differences in outcome were evaluated. Although substantial variability existed in performance, no group differences or post-operative changes were found for measures of verbal memory or design recall. For face recognition, all groups improved after surgery, although children with right temporal resections performed more poorly than the other groups. Finally, with the exception of face recognition, no material-specific effects were observed before or after surgery.